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Wenonah Free Public Library 
WFL Board Meeting Minutes November 6, 2024 

 

Attendees: Linda Helmbrecht, Susan Mayer, Carol Newman, Ellen Hummel, Gary Christensen, Deb Cline (arrived 7:36 
pm) and Anne Zuber. Niki Odenbrett of Friends of Wenonah Library. Absent: Colleen Johnson 

President L. Helmbrecht called the meeting to order at 7:34 pm at which time the Open Public Meeting Notice was read: 
In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, notification of this meeting has been sent 
to The South Jersey Times and posted on our webpage and on the bulletin board in the library. 
 
 The Board approved the meeting minutes from October 2, 2024 (Motion by G. Christensen/Seconded S. Mayer /in 

favor: C. Newman, S. Mayer, G. Christensen, L. Helmbrecht.) 
 Treasurer’s report: Bank balances as of November 6, 2024: TD Bank checking $4,919.38 and savings $33,222.33. 

Total: $38,141.71.  
 The Board approved the October 2024 bills list. (Motion by S. Mayer/Seconded by G. Christensen/All in favor). 
 
Librarian Report 
 Memorial Plaque with the following text: “Donated by the Board of Trustees of Wenonah Free Public Library in 

memory of Lou McCall one of Wenonah’s biggest advocates” is completed. Niki investigating purchase and planting 
of orange rhododendron shrub to go with fire hydrant. 

 Spooky Story Night hosted 113 children and parents. Three new members of FOWL helped make the event a success. 
 Windows were washed and gutters cleaned on October 25, 2024. 
 Fire Marshall issued the Certificate of Inspection on October 29, 2024. Inspection on July 31, 2024 required 

replacement of emergency light fixtures, which was completed by Public Works on August 13, 2024. 
 Public advertising of meeting dates for 2025 was sent to South Jersey Times. 
 Deb Mix and Hugh Luck filled the display case with Halloween gourds and decorations. 
 StoryWalk boards display the storybook “Lou” by Breanna Carzoo, in memory of Lou McCall. 
 Mice have returned. Exterminator came on November 6, 2024. Recommended repair to bilco door. 
 
New Business 
 Landscaping rocks will be added around library building to comply with change to NJ Fire Code regarding mulch.  
 Santa’s Mailbox will be available on Friday November 29, 2024. Wenonah School Kindergarten class scheduled to 

visit on December 13th, 9:45 am. 
 Rice notices regarding Board’s annual salary resolution were given to all staff. 
 The Board discussed ending the Ebsco contract due for renewal in November. The Board reviewed a list of available 

database products and preliminary cost projections provided by Anne. 
 
Board of Trustees business 
 The Board approved the first reading of Resolution 2024-3 to reserve funds $10,000.00 (Motion by S. 

Mayer/Seconded by C. Newman /Roll Call Vote: In favor – Linda Helmbrecht, Susan Mayer, Carol Newman, Ellen 
Hummel, Gary Christensen, Deb Cline. Absent – Colleen Johnson) 

 The Board approved the first reading of Resolution 2025-1 to set hourly pay rates for library employees. (Motion by 
S. Mayer/Seconded by C. Newman /Roll Call Vote: In favor – Linda Helmbrecht, Susan Mayer, Carol Newman, Ellen 
Hummel, Gary Christensen, Deb Cline. Absent – Colleen Johnson) 

 The Board approved the first reading of Resolution 2025-2 to reserve funds for sick pay for library employees. 
(Motion by S. Mayer/Seconded by C. Newman/Roll Call Vote: In favor – Linda Helmbrecht, Susan Mayer, Carol 
Newman, Ellen Hummel, Gary Christensen, Deb Cline. Absent – Colleen Johnson) 

 The Board approved the first reading of Budget FY2025 with revision of $6,761 for digital resources and $4,250 for 
books. (Motion by S. Mayer/Seconded by C. Newman /Roll Call Vote: Linda Helmbrecht, Susan Mayer, Carol 
Newman, Ellen Hummel, Gary Christensen, Deb Cline. Absent – Colleen Johnson) 
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 The Board discussed the ongoing Strategic Planning process with a goal of scheduling information gathering focus 
groups with community organizations in January and February.  

 
Friends of Wenonah Library 
 Oral history project will be led by Lisa Clanet with Wenonah students.  
 Holiday Open House being planned for December 7, 2024 to coincide with the tree lighting. Time to be determined. 
 

L. Helmbrecht adjourned the meeting at 8:58 pm. (Motion by G. Christensen/Seconded by S. Mayer/All in favor). 

Next Board meeting is December 4, 2024 
 
Meeting calendar 
7:30 PM on first Wednesday of the month: 1/3/2024, 2/7/2024, 3/6/2024, 4/3/2024, 5/1/2024, 6/5/2024, 8/7/2024, 
9/4/2024, 10/2/2024, 11/6/2024, 12/4/2024 and in 2025: 1/8/2025. 


