
Page 1 of 2 
 

Wenonah Free Library 
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes  

November 5, 2025 

Attendees: Linda Helmbrecht, Ellen Hummel, Deb Cline, Susan Mayer, Colleen Johnson, Gary Christensen, 
Chrissy DeMaise and Anne Zuber. 

President L. Helmbrecht called the meeting to order at 7:34 pm at which time the Open Public Meeting Notice was read: 
In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, notification of this meeting has been sent 
to The South Jersey Times and posted on our webpage and on the bulletin board in the library. 
 
 The Board approved the meeting minutes for October 1, 2025. (Motion by G. Christensen/Seconded by S. 

Mayer/All in favor.) 
 Treasurer’s report: Bank balances as of Nov. 5, 2025: TD Bank checking $1,798.96 and savings $40,246.01. 

Total: $42,044.97. 
 The Board approved the October 2025 bills list. (Motion by S. Mayer/Seconded by D. Cline/All in favor.) 
 
Librarian Report 
 Arrayscape Gaming event still to be scheduled. 
 Bees in the roof. Beekeeper consulted. No new activity. 
 Museum Pass program still under review. Request for sponsorship for museum passes has been sent to 

Woman’s Club of Wenonah. 
 Sonshine Window Washers cleaned gutters and washed windows on Oct. 24, 2025. Reported that residue 

from waterproofing is still on some of the windows and must wear/weather off naturally as it cannot be 
scraped due to age and condition of window glass. 

 Irrigation system serviced for winter on October 29, 2025. 
 Wenonah Equality group has agreed to manage StoryWalk along with Niki Odenbrett of Friends of 

Wenonah Library. 
 Public Works cannot anchor the fire hydrant. Also need to replace dedication sign. Matt Kirschner (spouse 

of “Friend” Annie) has been consulted. 
 Karel Black has agreed to oversee programming. 
 Holly arranged to have Fire Chief Nessler visit the story time group on October 15th for Fire Prevention 

month. 
 Anne visited Wenonah Elementary School 6th grade class on October 17th for lesson on the library’s 

research and online services. 
 Spooky Story Night was October 28th. Friends of Wenonah Library presented and provided volunteers, 

goodies, and give aways. Approx. 60 children and their family members attended. 
 The library book vendor, Baker & Taylor, is going out of business. The library opened an account with 

another vendor, Ingram, to try them. First order placed and awaiting delivery. Pricing is comparable, but 
shipping costs may be an issue. Options are few: Brodart, the other major supplier, is not taking new 
accounts under 150K annual purchases; some smaller companies are developing programs to attract 
customers. 

 New Jersey State Library funding aid for Wenonah Library is $1,236. 
 RICE notices (notifying employees that the board would be discussing personal/pay rates) were issued to 

current staff members.  
 Max Pozza set up a third public computer, updated all upstairs public computers and installed newest 

version of Microsoft Office with discounted purchase through TechSoup. Windows 10 will no longer be 
supported. Max recommends new equipment be purchased with upgraded Windows 11 software. Anne will 
prepare estimate. 

 Review digital subscription renewals. 
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 Michelle Dickson has given notice (11/12/2025) and accepted a full-time position as children’s librarian at 
Deptford Library. She will still work several hours per month on the Flight Path grant & activities. Part-time 
position to be advertised. Anne is investigating using on-line employment apps.  

Board of Trustees business 
 
 The Board reviewed the 2024 audit and Proposed Transfer Form.  
 The Board reviewed and approved the first reading of the proposed 2026 budget. The proposed budget 

increases funding to salary & wage, equipment purchase (computers), digital offerings and accounting 
expenses. (Motion by S. Mayer/Seconded by G. Christensen/ Y L. Helmbrecht, Y E. Hummel, Y D. Cline, Y 
S.  Mayer, Y C. Johnson, Y G. Christensen, Y C. DeMaise.) 

 The Board reviewed and approved the first reading of Resolution 2025-3 to reserve capital funds. (Motion 
by S. Mayer/Seconded by C. DeMaise/ Y L. Helmbrecht, Y E. Hummel, Y D. Cline, Y S.  Mayer, Y C. 
Johnson, Y G. Christensen, Y C. DeMaise.) 

 The Board reviewed and approved the first reading of Resolution 2026-1 to establish 2026 rate of pay for 
library employees (Motion by S. Mayer/Seconded by C. Johnson/ Y L. Helmbrecht, Y E. Hummel, Y D. 
Cline, Y S.  Mayer, Y C. Johnson, Y G. Christensen, Y C. DeMaise.) 

 The Board reviewed and approved the first reading of Resolution 2026-2 to reserve funds for sick leave 
reserves. (Motion by S. Mayer/Seconded by D. Cline/ Y L. Helmbrecht, Y E. Hummel, Y D. Cline, Y S.  
Mayer, Y C. Johnson, Y G. Christensen, Y C. DeMaise.) 

 Legal notices for 2026 meeting date scheduled to be advertised in the Courier Post newspaper in December. 
 The Board discussed Community Focused Strategic Planning. 

Friends 
 Friends of Wenonah Library have agreed to cover the cost of replacing the front yard sign and sent a 50% 

deposit. After initial drawings, a revised estimate was provided to include gold leaf lettering and weather 
resistant materials. Modified/upgraded sign design was approved and Friends agreed to pay increased 
amount. Anne has contacted several electricians for estimate to modify lighting around front sign. Still 
investigating. 

 Friends to sponsor author event featuring Jabril Langston for his first book “Indigo Men” on November 15, 
2025 at the Train Station at 10:00 am. 

 Niki investigating purchase and planting of orange rhododendron shrub to go with fire hydrant. 
 Oral history project may involve Lisa Clanet with Wenonah students. 

 
L. Helmbrecht adjourned the meeting at 8:31 pm. (Motion by S. Mayer/Seconded by G. Christensen/All in favor.) 
 
Next Meeting: 12/3/25 
 
7:30 pm on first Wednesday of the month in 2026: 1/7/2026, 2/4/26, 3/4/26, 4/1/26, 5/6/26, 6/3/26, 7/1/26, 
8/5/26, 9/2/26, 10/7/26, 11/4/26, 12/2/26 and in 2027, 1/6/26 
 
Holidays for 2026: 1/1/26, 5/25/26, 7/4/26, 9/7/26, 11/26/26, 12/24/26, 12/25/26, 12/31/26. 
 
 
 


