
Wenonah Free Public Library 
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes August 7, 2024 

 

Attendees: Linda Helmbrecht, Gary Christensen, Deb Cline, Colleen Johnson and Anne Zuber. Absent: Susan Mayer, 
Carol Newman and Ellen Hummel. Minutes were taken by Colleen Johnson. 

President Linda Helmbrecht called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm at which time the Open Public Meeting Notice was 
read: In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, notification of this meeting has 
been sent to The South Jersey Times and posted on our webpage and on the bulletin board in the library. 
 
 The Board approved the meeting minutes from June 5, 2024 (Motion by G. Christensen /Seconded by D. Cline/All in 

favor.)  
 Treasurer was absent.  
 The Board approved the June and July 2024 bills list. (Motion by G. Christensen /Seconded by D. Cline /All in favor). 
 
Librarian Report 
Old Business 
  
 Painting contractor fixed the windows that were painted shut.  
 Wonderbooks/Vox books purchased with McFadden donations. Friends of Wenonah Library will contribute matching 

funds of $1000. Another order is being compiled. 
 Garden restoration coordinated by Niki Odenbrett with Heidi Congalton, Dave Kreck and the Native Garden Club is 

complete. Niki investigating purchase and planting of orange rhododendron near fire hydrant. Anne contacted Brian 
Nicholson for advice on anchoring the fire hydrant. Need to decide text for memorial plaque. 

 Library had another bat. 
 Auditor returned audit documents. Noted capital reserve for future. 
 Ebsco usage report failed to show statistics from April to June. Ebsco technical support corrected connection in July. 
 Fire inspection showed that emergency lighting system is not working. Brian Nicholson to oversee repair. 
 Harry Potter Birthday Event on 7/31/2024 was a success. Twenty children prepaid $5 to Friends of Wenonah Library. 

Karel Black worked with Erin Pimpinella, Niki Odenbrett, Katie Black, Kathy Peek, Mellany Alio, Olivia Smith and 
Michelle Dickson to provide “classes” in Divination, Making Magical Creature Food, Potions, Wandmaking and 
Harry Potter Trivia. Decorations were amazing and everyone enjoyed the “Feast in the Great Hall” on the back patio.  

 DVD collection has been weeded and reorganized to eliminate bag display. Ron Zuber constructed shelves to modify 
the rack. Science Fiction collection will be weeded, moved upstairs to open shelving and reviewed for update. 

 
Board of Trustees Business 
 
 The Board discussed plan for use of Community Focused Strategic Planning. Recommend all Board Members 

review the NJ Library webinar on strategic planning.  
 
Friends of Wenonah Library 
 Oral history project now led by Lisa Clanet. Colleen Johnson will share the idea with Jenna Passaro, Wenonah School 

5th and 6th grade ELA teacher. 

L. Helmbrecht adjourned the meeting at 8:04 pm. (Motion by G. Christensen /Seconded by C. Johnson/All in favor). 

Next Board meeting is September 4, 2024 
 
Meeting calendar for 2024. 
7:30 PM on first Wednesday of the month: 1/3/2024, 2/7/2024, 3/6/2024, 4/3/2024, 5/1/2024, 6/5/2024, 8/7/2024, 
9/4/2024, 10/2/2024, 11/6/2024, 12/4/2024 and in 2025: 1/8/2025. 
 


