Wenonah Free Public Library
Board Meeting Minutes
April 1, 2026

Attendees: Linda Helmbrecht, Ellen Hummel, Deb Cline, Susan Mayer, Gary Christensen, Colleen Johnson and Anne
Zuber. Absent: Chrissy DeMaise

President L. Helmbrecht called the meeting to order at 7:32 pm at which time the Open Public Meeting Notice was read:
In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, notification of this meeting has been sent
to The Courier Post and posted on our webpage and on the bulletin board in the library.

The Board approved the meeting minutes for March 4, 2026. (Motion by S. Mayer/Seconded by G. Christensen/All in
favor.)

Treasurer’s report: Bank balances as of April 1, 2026: TD Bank checking $1,431.11 and savings $49,957.77. Total:
$51,388.88.

The Board approved the March 2026 bills list. (Motion by S. Mayer/Seconded by C. Johnson/All in favor.)

Librarian Report

Arrayscape Gaming Program pending.

No new activity regarding bees in the roof.

Lions’ Club will anchor the orange memorial fire hydrant. Date TBD.

New Wenonah Library brochure being prepared.

Museum passes. Three funded by Woman’s Club of Wenonah: Academy of Natural Sciences and Please Touch
Museum now available; Mutter Museum ordered. Fundraising letter sent to Wenonah Historical Society requesting
sponsorship of a new pass since County Historical Society pass was free.

Anne contacted Deptford Electric again to modify lighting around new sign at front. Also asked for an estimate to
install lighting for existing flag bracket area.

Still working with Ingram (book supplier) to resolve credit applied to unpaid amount on account. Need invoice for
$12.00 balance.

Circulation desk computer storage upgraded to improve performance and solve problems. Still having issues. One of
the newer computers is set up at the desk with newly purchased receipt printer.

This year’s Summer Reading theme is “Unearth a Story,” dinosaur theme. We have scheduled Edelman staff to
present the finale program on Thursday, July 30™.

June 1% is National Dinosaur Day. We will begin April’s monthlong reading incentive program featuring dinosaurs.
Edelman Fossil Park gave 6 day passes to use as prizes.

April Madgey has begun assuming social media/marketing tasks. Brian Zuber will help guide her through the process.
Michelle Dickson’s birding event with GC Nature Club on Thursday, March 26th, 6:00-7:00 pm was a great success,
27 attendees asked great questions. The presenters, Brian and Paula Hayes were terrific. There was still money to
spend, so Anne suggested offering scholarships to BirdQuest. Final report for FlightPath grant was due March 31,
2026. Log in information failed and the reset caused a delay. We requested an extension.

Anne submitted State Library survey report on March 14, 2026.

Anne is preparing documents for the auditor.

Board of Trustees Business

Open Public Meeting Act changes. Anne attended the webinar titled “Changes to the Open Public Meetings Act”
on March 25th (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xd 7pjMufkc&list=PLfajGieVHxO1Ri-
rOt9wdJkuHWMUBx4BJ&index=1). State Library instituted new advertising requirement for Legal Notices. Library
must post meeting info in a prominent place on library homepage and must advertise the link to the library’s home
page Legal Notices tab (https://www.wenonahlibrary.com/legal-notice.html) in an online news source twice per
month, as well as on the department of state legal notices link. (https://www.nj.gov/state/statewide-legal-notices-
list.shtml) The Sentinel of Gloucester Co. is $30.00 per month until December, total $270.00. Contacted the State of
NIJ to request authorization to set up an account to submit the legal notice to the above state link.
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Board of Trustees annual training requirements. State Library instituted a requirement for two hours per year of
training for all library trustees. Anne did trustee training the week of March 29, 2026. Training for trustees is due by
December 31, 2026.

Cynthia Mullens has offered a donation to fund something in memory of her husband John. Action pending.
Action Plan to implement Strategic Plan 2026-2030. Draft Capital Spending overview plan.

C. Johnson mentioned a patron asking her about the digital service “Canopy.” Anne had reviewed in the
past and will look at it again.

Friends

L

Nikki Odenbrett will manage the annual Library Book Sale. BookDrop, which takes used books to recycle and resell,
will pick up the remainder after the sale.

Niki has invited four local authors to participate in “Night with an Author” events. Vinny Malfitano and Sam Carchidi
have accepted. Vinny is scheduled for May 29, 2026 and Sam for June 5, 2026 from 7:00 to 8:00 PM at the Train
Station. Nick “Nor’easter” Pittman has accepted but no date yet. Awaiting response from Bryon MacWilliams.
Escape room scheduled for April 10, 2026.

Niki planted pots with pansies & planted orange rhododendron to go with fire hydrant.

Oral history project pending.

. Helmbrecht adjourned the meeting at 8:29 pm. (Motion by G. Christensen/Seconded by S. Mayer/All in favor.)

Next Meeting: May 6, 2026

7:30 pm on first Wednesday of the month in 2026: 1/7/2026, 2/4/26, 3/4/26, 4/1/26, 5/6/26, 6/3/26, 7/1/26, 8/5/26, 9/2/26,
10/7/26, 11/4/26, 12/2/26 and in 2027, 1/6/26

Holidays for 2026: 1/1/26, 5/25/26, 7/4/26, 9/7/26, 11/26/26, 12/24/26, 12/25/26, 12/31/26.
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